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ABSTRACT 

This article is based upon the author's survey of 
journalism instruction in junior colleges. A questionnaire was sent 
to 1073 junior colleges, and 936 (87.2 percent) responded to the 
survey. Of that number, 553 (59 percent) indicated that they have one 
or more academic courses in journalism. The courses most taught in 
junior colleges were: (1) survey of mass communication, taught by 312 
schools, the majority of which indicated that the publication of the 
school newspaper was an adjunct to the course; (2) reporting, 
news-writing, or journalistic writing, taught in 281 schools; (3) 
editing or editing end layout, taught in 137 schools; (4) reporting 
II, taught in 101 schools; (5) photojournalism, taught in 69 schools; 
and (6) advertising, taught ii 30 schools. The author concluded from 
this survey that most junior colleges have at least described a 
commendable journalism curriculum, and it seemed apparent that the 
potential for junior college instruction in the first two years of a 
journalism degree program is promising. (ifR) 
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The burden for initial college journalism Instruction Is increasingly falling 

upon the two-year colleges. At the forefront of growth in higher education is a 

faster-than-average rate of Increase in two particular areas: (1) students 

er.rollcJ in journalise;; and (2) students enrolled in junior colleges. 

The inevitable result of tnese parallel circumstances is a rapidly eniergifig 
necessity for defining an area of journalism instruction appropriate to the two- 
year schools. 

State and regional evaluation of junior college journalism Instruction has 
been attempted in several instances in the past few years, but attempts at national 
study have been typically limited to low-percentage response. This article is 
based upon the author's recent national survey which was near total in coverage. 
Careful evaluation of that survey's findings reveals patterns of journalism 
curricula as they exist in the nation's junior colleges. 

Of the 1073 junior colleges in the nation, 936 (87. 2t) responded to the 
survey. Of that number, 553 (59%) indicated that they teach journalism as one or 
more academic courses. Of those 553 schools, responses from 401 were sufficiently 
complete from which to tabulate the information that is the basis for this article. 

Course offerings in journalism are defined and described in a seeminqly endless 
variety of ways. Both course titles and descriptions are sufficiently broad that 
nothing journalistic is nocjssarily excluded. Definite knowledge of class content 
cannot be ascertained fro:i the current study any more accurately than it can be 
from i.iost catalog descriptions. 

The courses most commcnly taught in junior colleges were tabulated by name, 
and questionnaire responses were fitted to those named course^ as accurately as 
possible. From elaborations offered by some respondents, however, it is clear 
that course titles are uy no means definitive or exclusive. In spite of these 
shortcomings, it is apparent that in the 401 schools providing complete responses 
the following described courses were most comnionly taught: 

1. Survey of (or Introduction to) .iass Communication (or Journalism, or ilass 
tedia). Taught by 312 schools. Some treat this course as a nonwriting introductory 
course, while others describe it as including some nevfswriting. The vast majority 
indicate that puolication of the school newspaper is an adjunct of this course. 

2. [Reporting I (or itews-Wri ting, or Journalistic Writing). Taugiit in 281 
schools. For the purpose of this tabulation, this course is distingui5l»ed from 
the previous in that it 1s specified to be primarily reporting and writing, rather 
than familiarization with the j.iedia. Again, the vast majority indicate that 
students in this course will he expected to participate* in publication of the 
school nev/spaper. 



3. Editing (or Editing I, or Editing and Layout). Taught in 137 schools. 
Often described as also including additional reporting. 



4. Reportinr) II (or other description indicating a second course in news- 
writing). Taught in 101 scnools, 

5. Photojournalism (or Piiotography, or Wqms Photography). Taught in 69 
sciiools. 

G. Advertising (or Survey of Advertising, or Introduction to Advertisinq). 
Taught in 30 scnools 



.lOST Cai.lONLY TAUGHT i::UR;iALISj COJRStS 
401 JUIIIOR COLLEGES 



Course Jescription 


.:o. 


% 


Introduction or Survey 


312 


782 


[!GWS-\/ritinq or Reporting I 


2:ji 


70% 


Editing 


137 


34% 


Reporting 11 


101 


25% 


Piiotojournal ism 


69 


17% 


Advertising 


3J 


7% 



In addition, a niinuer of schools indicated that they otter one ur two credits 
per semester (usually repeatable) for publications production or practicum. 
Courses so identified v/ere usually defined as non-transferaale credit, and they 
were not included in tne above tabulation of the most frequently offered courses 
of instructior,. 

Although the above six courses v/ere the most frequently mentioned, it was 
most coninon for a school to teach four courses or less. Of the 401 schools in- 
cluded i;i this analysis 297 (7j%) report that they teach not more than four 
courses. Another 36 schools list 5 or 6 courses, for a combined total of 333 (95%) 
that teach not ncre than six courses. 



In the iminediately previous listings of numbers of courses, a orouuction 
course or practicum is often included, although it is not listed earlier as one of 
the courses most frequently offered. 

This means that only 18 junior colleges (less than 5%) list catalog entries of \ 
more than G journalise;! courses* Listings become as extensive as 21 courses offered 
by a single junior college. 

It might be suspected that those schools offering the larger number of courses 
are schools vnth "terminal" curr-icjla in journalism. This is not necessarily the 
case, however, althougli many do irJicatP that something less than their naximifm 
offering is transferable. Those t\/o schools offering 20 and 21 courses in jour- 
nalism respectively indicate that a student may transfer to regional universities 
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cases, it was Indicated that the large 

offering of journal Ism vjas a conscious effort in that state to provide specialized 
education in journalism in a single two-year school- 

Li v.osc Ct-^Cs, no, avor 5 v^iere 2 or More courses of journalism were offered in 
a school, it was indicated l.iat something less than the full course offerinn might 
be transferred to reoional universities to'?ard a deoreG prog/-):;i in jojrn, , 

Four states cljarly emerged as leaders in junior college journalism instruc- 
tio.w In each tli:.;.^ cases, complete responses v/ere received from 20 or more 
junior colleges offering journalism, and there is c^nough apparent uniformity in 
characteristics of curricula to suggest the probability of some unified planning 
Mtiiin the state. 

Of tho 31 California junior colleges responding v/ith complete data, tie 
averaao nunuor of courses offered in each school was 4.4 and t'nQ averane numl^er of 
courses deemed tnnsferable v/as 4.0. 

Of the 30 Te>as junior colleges respondinn with complete data, the average 
number of courses offered in each school was 3.7 and the average number of courses 
Jeened transferable \/as 

Of tiie 29 Illinois junior colleges resoonding with complete data, the average 
number of courses offeretJ in each school was 3.3 a;id the average number of courses 
dee. led transferable v/as 2.7. 

Of the 22 Florida junior colleges respondinn with complete data, the average 
nunber of courses offered in oach scliool was 2.9 and the average number of courses 
dee.ied transferable was, 2.7. 



JOUkilALISj COURSES OFFtuEJ A:J0 TRANSFERABILITY 
111 JJ.liOi^ COLLEGES lil FOUR SELECTEu STATES 



Average Avg. for 
Staze (and JC^^ re sponding) Courses Transfer 



Cal i fornia 


8] 


AA 


4.0 


Texas 


35 


3.7 


3.G 


Illinois 


29 


.3. J 


2.7 


Florida 


22 


2.9 


2.7 



In several str:>te5, as \/ell as at the: national level, some attenipts liave joen 
lade on several occasions to define an ideal curricrlum in journalism appropriate 
to the first two yeirs of colleqiace study, iost ruca^tly, the Junior College 
Jojrnalism Association, in conjunction v/ith the Association for Education in 
Jo'jriialism, establis.ied guidelines intended to "^itrengthcn community college 
journalise I progranis and prov: ^e a jnal w iich may be conveyed to junior college 
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adtTiinistrators and \mch may be used by journ.^llsm teachers in their planning. " 
T.ia guidelines proposed that up to 12 units course:; 5 !^ : tauo/.. b' ^ 

junior col leches and t:<at those 4 courses should be chosen from a list of G courses 
•ihicii, it turns out, are the sa v: 6 that were found by this author's research to 
bj the most CGimonly offered. 

In an earlier session, the Junior College Journalism Associatvoii adoptcid a 
rosolution tiiat asserted a similar concept of junior college journalism instruction. 
h\ this instance, lio\/ever, it was added that junior college journalisn courses 
should JO "coordinated in subject matter v/ith those offered in the first two y^ars 
of 4-year colleges or universities in the geographic area." 

I;i another instance, the second annual Junior College Journalisn Serplnar 
SDonsored ly the iievysoaper Fund, Inc., at The University of Texas, in June, 19C8, 
addressed itself collectively to the subject of joitrnalism curricula for tht junior 
colloqes. Seiiinar meinbers, journalism teachers from 23 junior colleges in 13 statp<;. 
agreed tnat J semester nours in journalism are generally acccptnMc fur trans fer* 
to senior institutions. 

It vias generally agreed that subject matter appropriate for these 9 semester 
nours usually is linited to (1) Introduction to lass Communication, (2) Reporting 
and , lews -vvri ting, and (3) Editing. Seminarians proceeded to outline three 
semesters of study in these subject areas, hut they recognized that implementation 
of such a curriculum must be locally anc: ro<fionally subject to area needs an^ 
transfer considerations. 

appropriateness of su >ject matter, as described in a college catalog, is not 
sufficient, of cours;, to guarantee the validity of journalisn instruction in all 
junior colleges. Ot.^or factors that must be considered include the qualifications 
and v'ork load of the journalism teacher, and the adequacy of budget and facilities 
for journalism instruction. IMthout nininizing the iir»portance of these consid- 
erations, it would be impractical to treat tiiem fully here, and no atte:ipt is made 
to do so at this time. 

From this author's research, it can be statistically observed that major trends 
in junior college journalism instruction are consistent v/ith ideals and norms set 
by educational bodies. iany junior colleges are undoubtedly falling short of 
quality journalism instruction for one reason or another. It is o;:7ious, hov/ever, 
tliat r-^ost junior colleges have at least described a commendable journalise 
curricului. To the extent that they are living up to their descriptions, and 
supportinj the^ with adequate personnel and bucgets, it is apparent tut potential 
for junior coll^je instruction of the first two years of a journalism degree 
urogram is in^ead brigiit. 
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